
KIDS PITCH IN TO GET A PET 

Children Bargain with Chores for the Pet They Want 

 

Next time you see your child getting stuck into the washing up or the ironing, they may be hoping for 

a little more than a thank you in return. 

 

A new survey has found that half of British children (49%) who own a pet were so dedicated to their 

potential furry friend they promised to do chores around the house. 

 

Washing the dishes is the top bargaining tool listed, used by 57% of kids, while nearly half (46%) 

promised they would be completely responsible for the pet, whether it was cleaning, feeding or 

walking. 

 

Some 22% even said they would do the household chores ‘forever’, while the same amount 

promised to do the hoovering and 19% offered to take the rubbish out on a regular basis. 

 

Promise % 

Wash the dishes 57% 

Offer to do all the chores ‘forever’ 22% 

All the hoovering 22% 

Take all the rubbish out 19% 

Wash the car every weekend 14% 

Empty the dishwasher 13% 

Make breakfast in bed every weekend  8% 

 

Some 46% of kids also promised to be solely responsible for the care of their pet. 

 

However, the kids’ promises are far from hot air, as 84% kept their promises, the research revealed. 

 

Commissioned by Pets at Home as part of their Kids’ Holiday Pet Club, a series of free pet workshops 

for children taking place at all stores throughout the summer holidays, the study identified other 

positive behaviours in children through pet ownership. 

 



Seven out of ten parents claimed their children have become more responsible as a result of owning 

a pet and 68% said they had noticed a positive change in their child’s behaviour. 

 

Owning a pet made your child….. % 

More responsible 36% 

More caring 30% 

Build self-confidence 24% 

More physically active 18% 

Improved concentration 16% 

Have greater empathy for others 14% 

Kinder to others 10% 

 

 

Scott Jefferson of Pets at Home, said: “Parents are always being asked for something by their 

children but one of the fantastic benefits of allowing them to have pets is that it has a shown 

positive effect on their behaviour. 

 

“The lengths that children will go to prove they are responsible enough to own a pet is significant 

with many offering to do chores ‘forever’. And the majority of parents in our study seemed happy 

that their kids had done their chores for a significant amount of time and had proved their maturity 

so they really are holding up their end of the bargain.” 

 

-Ends- 

 

For further information, please contact the Pets at Home press office at Havas PR UK on 0161 2346 2277 or 

email prpets@havasww.com  

Pets at Home offers great products, tips and advice to keep your pet happy and healthy.  From specialist pet 

food to toys and training aids, there is everything a pet owner could wish for and more.  

There are more than 345 Pets at Home stores across the UK. Log onto www.petsathome.com to find your 

nearest store and for further information. 

Pets at Home are proud winners of The Sunday Times Top 25 Best Big Companies to Work for in 2013. 

 


